
Welcome to St Matthew’s
Sunday 19th February 2017

Today’s Hymns:
302 Let us, with a gladsome mind      
514 Thou, whose almighty word

Notices continued:

For prayer:

This week’s services and events: 

 Today: 
 8am Holy Communion
 10am Mattins
 11:30am FRESH
 6:30pm Eucharist with Anointing

 Tuesday 21st February:
 9:45am Ecumenical Prayers at Sevenways
 7:30pm  Discipleship course (6) at All Saints’                 
 Church
 

 Wednesday 22nd February:
 10am Midweek Communion followed by 
 coffee in Horrocks Room

 Friday 24th February: 
 9am Morning Prayer

 Saturday 25th February:
 10:30am Coffee morning in Choir Vestry

 Sunday 26th February - 
 The Sunday next before Lent:
 8am Holy Communion
 10am Parish Eucharist

The Second Sunday before Lent

• David and Amy Roche working with CMS in 
the Lebanon

• Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe - illegally held in 
Iran

• Those to be baptized: 
       5th March -  Bradley Derek 
       (parents Steven and Michelle)
       5th March - Elliot James 
       (parents Martin and Jacqueline)  
       12th March - Douglas Fearchar and Anwen       
       Ula (parents Jon and Jenny)
       28th May - Ellie Lois and Lola Joyce 
       (parents Steven and Hayley)
       20th August - Michael Warren, Alfie George 
       and Lola Dan (parents Becky and Alex)
       27th August - Isla Rose 
       (parents Ashley and Amy)

Dates for your diary:

 April 2nd - Marathon day breakfast
 May 20th - Plant sale and Ploughman’s       
         Lunch
 July 8th - Garden Party
 August 13th - Parish B.B.Q.
 September 16th - Gift Day and Lunch
 September 17th - 175th Celebration service 
                              followed by lunch
 November 11th - Charities Fair

www.stretfordstmatthews.com

This year we are celebrating 175 years of the 
consecration of the present St. Matthews Church 
building.  On Sunday 17th September we are 
having a Celebration Service at 10am, led by 
the Bishop of Manchester, followed by a buffet 
lunch. We would love to invite all those who have 
a connection to St. Matthews to our service and 
lunch. If you know of anybody who would like an 
invitation please can put contact details on the 
list at the back of church, or speak to Jeannette.

Plant and Ploughman’s - Saturday 20th May: 
As spring is just round the corner a gentle 
reminder to start planting seeds etc. ready for our 
plant sale and ploughman’s lunch in May. Any 
spare cuttings, annuals, perennial plants, trees, 
plant pots, garden tools, bags of spare compost, 
plant food etc. will be very welcome. A good time 
to clear out the garden shed and green house!



Romans 8: 18-25

Today’s Collect:

Today’s Readings:

Almighty God,
give us reverence for all creation
and respect for every person,
that we may mirror your likeness
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Post Communion Prayer:

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Notices:

18I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God; 20for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
22We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Exodus 24: 12-18
Matthew 17: 1-9

Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink, or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of 
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? 
27And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life? 28And why do you 
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 
29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 
will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 
will we wear?’32For it is the Gentiles who strive 
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things.  

33But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 34“So do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of 
of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

God our creator,
by your gift 
the tree of life was set at the heart of the 
earthly paradise,
and the bread of life at the heart of your 
Church:
may we who have been nourished at your 
table on earth
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s 
cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Matthew 6: 25-end

Used stamps:  please don’t throw these away! 
They can be placed at the back of the church 
in the container and Mary Johnson sends them 
away to raise money for the Leprosy Mission.

Clock Repair Auction: will be held on 11th 
March to raise funds for the repair of the clock 
(c.£10,000). Viewing starts at 6:30pm.  If you 
know anyone who can donate something to be 
auctioned please contact Hazel or Justine.  This 
can be anything e.g. an old heirloom, a voucher 
for a spa day etc, or even the offer to bake a 
cake for a special event or an hour’s gardening. 

Justine has produced a booklet featuring a 
collection of poetry, which is for sale to help to 
raise money for the Clock fund. If you would 
like to buy a booklet, it is priced at £5, please 
see Hazel or Justine. There is a copy of the 
booklet to preview at the back of the Church.

St. Georges Day charity dinner - Saturday 
22nd April 7pm. The event is priced at £10. 
Please see Hazel or Justine for more details.


