
 

 

Vicar’s Letter for December 2016 

 

Dear Friends 

 

I received a flyer through my door some weeks ago now inviting all the residents of our road 

to join in a project to decorate a window for Advent and Christmas in our houses, to be 

unveiled on 9th December. I’m joining in!  It sounds really festive and a great idea to do 

something collective in our neighbourhood.  Maybe your street or road is doing something 

similar? 

 

Because of course Christmas is on its way and once we hit December 1st the rush of activities   

and celebrations and events begins in earnest.  Let me take this opportunity to remind you of 

what’s on this Christmas here at St Matthew’s (full details are also in the Diary Dates page).  

We aim to have a wide variety of types of services and times so that as many people as 

possible can find something to suit them in the busyness of this season to remember the real 

meaning of Christmas and be able to spend a short time in stillness, prayer and joyful 

thanksgiving at the birth of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

Our Christingle Service on Sunday 11th December will be at the earlier time of 3pm this 

year (not 4pm), due to circumstances.  Once again any wrapped gifts of children’s toys can 

be brought to that service and they will go to those children being cared for by Trafford 

Domestic Abuse Services. 

 

As in previous years there will be carol singing by members of Churches Together in 

Stretford at some of our local sheltered accommodation - do please come along to one or 

more of these. They are always greatly enjoyed by all and prepare us all for Christmas. 

 

St Matthew’s School will be holding their Nativity service in Church on Friday 9th 

December at 2pm - do come along to that and enjoy seeing the little ones enacting the first 

Christmas. This will be followed by the School’s Christmas Fair in the  Hall. 

 

Our ‘In Loving Memory Christmas Tree’ will be up in Church once again over the 

Christmas season for those who would like to hang a bauble in memory of a loved one.  It 

will of course be possible to hang a bauble at any of the times St Matthew’s Church is open 

for services, but specifically on Saturday 17th and Christmas Eve (Saturday 24th) from 10-

12noon. 

 

The PCC took a decision at a recent meeting to change the time of our Midnight Service on 

Christmas Eve for this year and see how it goes. We have normally had it at 11.30pm. This 

year along with other churches we will have a ‘Midnight at Bethlehem’ Service at our (GMT) 

time of 8.30pm, which will be 11.30pm in Bethlehem.   No one knows when Jesus was born 

- scholars think it certainly wasn’t in December (no shepherds would have their flocks out at 

night in December!).  But there is something very special about knowing that as we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus we will be doing so at the same time with Christians who have gathered in 

Bethlehem from all over the world.  Also, an earlier time may make the service more 

accessible for older people and our younger families.   

 

After the New Year I would like to share with you some other things that will be taking 

place. 

 

Firstly, we were not successful in appointing a children’s and youth worker in the summer, 

and we have re-advertised the post. We will be holding interviews on Sunday 8th January 

and Monday 9th January and ask for your prayers this month of December which holds the 



 

 

deadline for applications and the shortlisting date.  Please do pray for this process, for those 

on the panel and for those who apply that we make the right appointment for our young 

people of Stretford. 

 

Secondly, there will be a new discipleship course in January and February which Revd Luke 

Maguire from All Saints’ Church will be running with Simon and myself.  This will be a six-

week course called ‘Moving On’ and will be a joint course for both parishes held at All 

Saints’ Church on Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm.  The dates for this course will be: January 

17th, 24th, 31st and February 7th, 14th and 21st.  Do put these dates in your diary. 

 

And thirdly, but equally important, in January we will be holding our Parish Away Day on 

Sunday 22nd January 10-3pm.  More details on venue and transport will follow later.  

There will therefore be NO 10am service in Church that day (there will be our 8am Holy 

Communion service as usual).  Our Parish Away Day will be led by Revd Andy Salmon as 

part of our Mission Action Planning. Andy is an inspiring, energetic speaker and will help us 

to plan for the future.  Already the Steering Group are working on the programme, and as you 

will have seen there are things up in Church for us all to engage with and contribute to.  

Again, please do put this date in your diaries and make this a real priority. 

 

I’m sure that is enough dates for now to put in your diaries! 

I wish you a peaceful Advent and a joyful Christmas. 

 

 

With every blessing 

Kate 

 

 


